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Girls like to dress cute to impress, by wear-
ing less. Then they take out their phones to
expose their chests. In the end, it turns to
out to be a mess, making the worst of even
the best.

Good impressions are getting harder
and harder to pull off. Shirts are being cut
lower to show off physical attributes and the
skirts are becoming shorter. The price for
a skimpy tank top is a lot cheaper than the
price of a sweater or a sleeved shirt. Cloth-
ing companies are not helping girls images
or how they dress. However, girls wear less
clothing not only because it is cheaper to
buy and widely available, but also for the
attention they receive.

The attention girls wish to receive is de-
grading. They think the more skin they
show off, the more male attention they will
receive and that males will like them more.

Senior Katie Kerns justiyes this by stat-
ing, Al think guys like a girlds ygure and
how much they show.0 However, when a
girl shows off her body, she is making her-
self seem fieasy0 and also reducing her self-
worth.

Not every guy feels that a girl can only be
attractive when paunting her ygure. Junior
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The short skirt epidemic has stricken girls throughout the nation, leaving little to the imagination.

Hunter Downs says, fil like a good person-
ality and sense of humor.0 Most boys The
Hawk asked said they found a girls eyes and
smile or even her individuality most attrac-
tive. So, a girl showing more of her body
does not necessarily give her the type of at-
tention any person needs, and in fact only
gives a short-term yx for this absence of at-

tention.

Dancing is yet another way to express one-
self but girls take it to the next level. Girls
will grind with boys and with each other for
the attention. The way most girls dance is
degrading due to the fact that it is not con-
sidered appropriate in the eyes of mature
individuals, and in many areas, schools do
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not allow such close dancing in an attempt
to prevent such degradation. Girls will bend
over and touch the poor and shake their bod-
ies just to get a boy to dance with them but
they could easily dance more respectably,
face to face, and still have someone to dance
with.

fil think girls degrade themselves by act-
ing dumb just to get attention,0 says Kerns.
Girls throw any desire to be witty and sound
intelligent out the window to get a chuckle
out of a group of friends or to receive more
attention from a lucky boy. This is even
more degrading! If a girl is smart, she
should use it, not dumb herself down. Girls
who try to excell intellectually will inevita-
bly surpass those girls who act dumb for the
attention. By dumbing themselves down,
they are hurting their grades and their ability
to do well in any yeld of intellectual inter-
est. To boys, those girls just seem needy and
too dependent on others.

Girls degrade themselves whether they ac-
tually have the intent to do so or not. Still,
a lack of awareness is hurting their gender.
Perhaps, girls just need a refresher course.
Less than a century ago, women were not
permitted to vote? Why? Probably because
their intellectual opinions were not highly
regarded. Why would women want to rein-
force such erroneous thinking?

The school day scrap
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A cruel intention: the consideration of
taking part in an altercation during school
hours. The pugnacious participants in these
events are looked down upon even more.

Teens in high school are like an overpow-
ing population of cats and dogs crammed
together behind closed doors of the school
building. Anybody will start a yght with
anyone, and it is usually just for the atten-
tion.

The threats, swinging ysts, and obnoxious
insults are seen and heard so many times
they are almost a routine in high schools.

Teens in school that hear of a potential
yght about to occur run rampantly through

the halls, yelling, fiFight! Fight,0 dragging
formerly unaware but now awestruck stu-
dents behind them, all of whom are prepared
for the spectacle.

It is hard to say which is worse: yghting
itself or standing excitedly around, coaxing
the yght on. However, if it involves yghting
it is not acceptable.

High school students might as well be
yve year olds roaming the high school halls
picking yghts with anyone who gives them
a dirty look or steals their pencil. Although
the reasons behind the yghts may not be the
same in high school, they certainly are just
as insanely foolish and uncalled for.

However, not only are yghts in schools
overrated, looked down upon, and idiotic,
but they can also have some pretty harsh
outcomes and consequences.

One may not get arrested for yghting in
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our school but it has happened in others.
On Friday, May 9 of this year, four people
were arrested after a yght involving over
four hundred teens broke out at a south Los
Angeles high school, resulting in a campus
lockdown. (nbc.com)

Other consequences for school yghts, that
are more likely to happen at SDHS, are be-
ing suspended or perhaps even expelled de-
pending on the severity of the infraction.

In one instance, six students at Mill Creek
High School were suspended for involve-
ment in an on-campus yght.

Ten students, claiming to be in a gang,
beat up another student for a substantial pe-
riod of time. After yve minutes and moving
across the school, the yght was ynally bro-
ken up, leaving the students harshly aware
of what they had caused for themselves.
Being captured on a cell phone and posted
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Minutes from Stephen Decatur!

on YouTube, as are most yghts, there was
additional evidence showing which particu-
lar students were involved. (schoolyghts-
dump.com)

fiDuring 1986, interpersonal violence
caused an estimated 2.2 million injuries
and more than 20,000 deaths in the United
States. Physical yghting, a common form of
interpersonal violence among adolescents,
is a prominent cause of injuries and homi-
cides in this age group.o (cdc.gov)

Fights have always been around and al-
ways will be, without the slightest bit of
doubt. There is always going to be someone,
somewhere, fueling the school yght conpa-
gration. But, maybe, just maybe Stephen
Decatur students can show a higher stan-
dard of character than the notorious, nearly
laughable people, we see on YouTube or on
Jerry Springer.
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