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   The Hawk takes a stand on cheating.

The Hawk 

Have you 
ever cheated 

on a test?

Poll 

   We, the staff members of The Hawk, are not surprised to learn the results 
of our poll (77% of the 191 respondents revealed that they had cheated on 
a test), since nowadays cheating seems to be emerging as an acceptable 
student behavior.  If anything, most of us anticipated a greater number 
admitting the wrongdoing.
   The Hawk would like to address the issue head on, so here it is. Cheat-
ing is cheating. Period. Sharing is just a nice way of saying copying, and 
copying is cheating.  Furthermore, cheating is wrong.  Yes, itôs hard to be-
lieve, but cheating is a dishonest thing to do.  We believe that high school 
students ought to recognize this before the reputation of our generation is 
damaged irreversibly.  In addition, individuals who allow others to copy 
need to toughen up.  Just say NO if thatôs how you feel.  Donôt get angry if 
you suffer the same consequences as your cheating peer.
   However, The Hawk believes that circumstances vary, and consequences 
should vary accordingly.  Copying homework is a milder form of cheat-
ing than cheating on a test.  Similarly, allowing someone to copy oneôs 
homework is different from giving someone answers to a test.  Minor as-
signment infractions should carry less severe penalties because sometimes 
students truly do work and learn together; thus, they arrive at seemingly 
the ñsameò answer.  However, everyone, that is the copier as well as the 
allowing-them-to-copy person, needs to recognize that teachers need to 
hold the same academic standards for everyone.
   If you are the copier, we say, you better get a clue and fast.  Eventually, 
there will be consequences.  Eventually, you will learn.  If you want to 
continue to cheat, hey, go for it, but donôt say you werenôt warned.

Many schools are implementing a ñno-phones-on-campusò policy prohibiting any possession of 
cell phones on school grounds.
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